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SURVEY RESULTS AND OTHER NEWS 

 

Hello everyone: 

It is so nice to have reached Stage 3 here in Ontario and to see so many local stores open and 

people able to move around more. We all still have to be careful and follow the rules, but it is 

wonderful to have fewer rules! 

Survey Results 

Thank you to the 53 members who responded to the survey; that represents about 87% of our 

registered members in January 2020. Your responses will provide the Executive with guidance as 

we look to start dancing, perhaps in early fall. Westminster Presbyterian is prepared to welcome 

us back but perhaps not as early in September as usual. We will be working with them and all 

members to try to resume dancing as soon as possible. 

Here is a summary of the survey results: 

1. 98% of respondents plan to return to dancing 

 

2. Your responses show that you would prefer not to dance with a mask indoors or outdoors. 

 

77% of respondents prefer to dance ONLY with fully vaccinated people, showing proof of 

vaccination and not wearing a mask. That number drops to 54% if a mask is required and to 

only 36% if dancing with persons not fully vaccinated and masked. Only 16% of respondents 

are prepared to dance with not fully vaccinated people without a mask 

 

3. 92% of respondents ae prepared to reduce their dancing time to allow two separate groups of 

people to dance on an evening. 

 

4. 100% of respondents are not concerned if the kitchen and snacks are not available… 

However, one person did comment that they come only for the snacks! 

 

5. 92% of members are prepared to show proof of vaccination.  

 

6. 77% of respondents would be willing to dance outdoors with fully vaccinated persons not 

wearing a mask, but only 48% would if they had to wear a mask. The percentage of people 

willing to dance drop drastically if any dancers are not fully vaccinated, masked or unmasked. 

 

7. Members are closely divided on dancing virtually in someone’s home with either Wendy or 

John calling. 45% would be willing to do so in groups of 8 (full square) but only 36% would 

do so in groups of 4. 

 



8. 92% of respondents expect to be fully vaccinated in September. 

 

9. 82% of respondents are prepared to come back to dance in September, while some members 

plan to wait until January. 

 

As you can see from these responses, people are eager to get back to square dancing! That is the 

good news. People also would prefer, for now, to dance only with others who are fully 

vaccinated, and they would be willing to show proof of their own vaccination. The idea of 

starting dancing in small groups virtually is not strongly supported but maybe some early dances 

outside, if the church is not available, would be possible. 

 

Your Executive will have to look at all options and clarify the rules around social distancing 

among fully vaccinated persons before we can offer any concrete options. 

 

Stay tuned! We will let you know what we come up with and reach out for your feedback 

 

Dancing at the US National Square Dance Convention 

 

Although Lee Warriner is anxious to be allowed into Canada to start dancing with his Canadian 

clubs, he just could not wait. In late June, he travelled to the US National Convention in 

Jacksonville, Mississippi. Lee has been fully vaccinated since February. Here are his thoughts on 

dancing for the first time since COVID hit. 

Most of the attendees were fully vaccinated and did not wear masks, which left me with mixed 

feelings. As a solo dancer, I really liked the solo ribbons that not only indicated the part I 

preferred to dance but also the level I would dance at. 

 

Somewhat to my surprize, I found that the calls came back quickly after the long layoff from 

dancing. I started in the Mainstream hall but, by the second day, was doing Plus and, by the end 

of the convention, was able to do A2 with little problem. I found that the hard calls did not 

bother me, but some of the simple calls (like square thru) had me drawing a blank the first time I 

heard them but were not a problem after that. 

 

SSD thoughts*:  I sat in on a short discussion of this program and the general feeling seemed to 

be that going to an SSD format was something that the callers and club executives should discuss 

together and then bring their feelings and wishes to the club members for a decision on how the 

club should go. There were a few clubs who were already doing SSD and felt that it worked well 

but required collaboration between the clubs in the area. Concerns around how SSD might affect 

non-SSD clubs and how to handle visits to clubs were some of the issues. There was far from a 

consensus of opinion on this subject. 

 

For many of the dancers at the convention this was their first dance after the pandemic and 

others had only been back dancing for one or two dances. Attendance was about 1840, which is 

well under normal US square dance convention attendance of 3000 plus.  The venue was very 



nice for a convention, but organizers had a few problems because this was the first event held at 

the site since the pandemic shutdown.  Lee Warriner 

 
*SSD stands for Social Square Dancing and is a new program growing in popularity in the USA and 

elsewhere. It is a combination of 50 Basic and Mainstream calls and is taught in about 12 weeks. The idea is to 

get people dancing as quickly as possible and just having fun. It is not intended as a steppingstone to the Plus 

level, but as a stand-alone level. Newcomers enjoy learning the moves in a short period of time and dancing 

right from the start. 

 

I am sure many of us would have been reluctant to join a gathering of 1800 people as our first 

dance experience, but Lee said the mood was upbeat and people were just happy to be there. Just 

think, maybe that will be us next year at the Canadian National Square and Round Dance 

Convention in Fredericton in July 2022! Something to look forward to. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or anyone on the Executive if you have comments on the 

survey results or anything else.  

 

Take care and enjoy the summer! 

 

PS: Jean Curtis had her computer hacked and warns people to be careful should they receive a 

strange message from her email address. 

 

Lamar Mason 

President 

613-221-9188 

Lamarmason4@gmail.com 

 

 

 


